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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 29, 2023 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Tuesday, August 29, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. for a 
regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Cloud, Member mariann 
penska, Member Chris Wunnenberg III, Director Nicole Unzicker, Deputy Director Eric Corbin, 
Early Voting Administrator Stephanie Webb, Candidate Michael Hudson for Butler County 
Educational Services, Butler County Resident Greg Whitted, Candidate Jennifer Carter for 
Middletown City Council, Circulator Deborah Duger for Ms. Carter, Candidate Curt Pennington 
for Village of Millville Mayor, Solicitor Harrison Green for Village of Millville,  Ohio Democratic 
Party Representative Kevin O’Neil, and Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant Melissa 
Trotta. 
 
Under New Business, Director Unzicker presented the August 8, 2023, Special Election Results 
to be certified. Member penska moved to certify the August 8, 2023, Special Election Results; 
seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 1, the Post-Audit Election Criteria. Deputy 
Director Corbin stated the audit will be conducted on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, at 9:00 
a.m. Deputy Director Corbin stated there was a total of 90,116 ballots cast for the August 8, 
2023, Special Election, and the board will need to select a total of 4,506 votes to meet the five 
percent of the total votes cast. Deputy Director Corbin asked the Board Members to make a 
motion to conduct the audit by tabulators, as listed in Document 1. Member Wunnenberg 
moved to select the Post-Audit Election Criteria as listed in Document 1 for the August 8, 2023, 
Special Election; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Members of the board pulled the following tabulators until the five percent threshold was met. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 2, Candidates to be Certified to the November 7, 2023, 
General Election. Director Unzicker stated the candidates have met the statutory requirements 
to appear on the ballot. Member penska moved to certify the candidates as listed on Document 
2; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Member Wunnenberg clarified two candidates were 
write-in candidates. Member penska amended the motion to reflect Kristin Ann Asbury and 
James Chesnut were write-in candidates. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 3, Candidate Petitions in Question for the 
November 7, 2023, General Election. Deputy Director Corbin stated that the candidates signed 
the statement of candidacy after the date of the elector signatures. Deputy Director Corbin said 
both candidates were present at the meeting. Chairman Cloud allowed the candidates to speak. 
Butler County Educational Services Board Member Candidate Michael Hudson explained to the 
board members he understood that he made an error in the date. Mr. Hudson explained he 
dated the statement of candidacy the day the petitions were filed. Mr. Hudson said he was a 
first-time candidate and was given the candidate petition general rules and candidate filing 
checklist when he pulled the petitions and that he should have reviewed the filing checklist 
more closely.  
 
Middletown City Council Candidate Jennifer Carter stated the nominating petition and 
statement of candidacy were filled out before the petitions were circulated. However, she was 
under the impression she should date the statement of candidacy the day the petitions were 
filed. Member Wunnenberg moved to certify the candidates as listed on Document 3; seconded 
by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 4, Reject Insuffucient Candidate Petitions to the the 
November 7, 2023, General Election. Director Unzicker stated the candidates have failed to 
meet the statutory requirements to appear on the ballot for the reasons listed. Member penska 
moved to reject the candidates for the November 7, 2023, General Election as listed on 
Document 4; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Chairman Cloud asked if there were any 
comments or questions. Member Wunnenberg confirmed the motion was to reject the 
Candidate Insufficient Petitions. Member penska stated yes. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 5, Motion to Reconsider. Deputy Director Corbin 
stated Monroe City Council Candidate Christina McElefresh and Village of New Miami Mayor 
Candidate Jewel Hayes-Hensley’s petitions were rejected at the last board meeting for failing to 
meet the statutory valid signature requirements. He said both candidates have requested a 
motion to reconsider. Deputy Director Corbin stated the hearing will be held on Wednesday. 
September 6, 2023. Member penska moved to grant the Motion to Reconsider hearing as listed 
on Document 5; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 6, Sufficient Ballot Issue for the November 7, 2023, 
General Election. Director Unzicker stated the ballot issues have met the statutory 
requirements to appear on the ballot. Director Unzicker noted there are a few issues contingent 
upon approval by the Secretary of State. Member Wunnenberg moved to certify the ballot 
issue as listed on Document 6; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 7, Ballot Issue in Question. Deputy Director Corbin 
stated the document outlines the issues found by the County Prosecutor’s office. He said 
representatives for the village are attending the meeting. Solicitor for Village of Millville 
Harrison Green stated the Village worked with Butler County Prosecutor’s office on the ballot 
issue. He said the language was written twice, approved by the prosecutor, and passed by twice 
the village council members three times. Chairman Cloud asked Deputy Director Corbin if the 
board had spoken to the prosecutor’s office. Deputy Director Corbin stated yes. Deputy 
Director Corbin explained one of the issues is the language in the second resolution to proceed 
was not the same language as stated in the first resolution. Member Wunnenberg asked who 
created the document. Deputy Director Corbin said the document is a summary from the 
Prosecutor’s office. Member Wunnenberg asked Mr. Green if the Prosecutor approved the 
issue. Mr. Green stated the Prosecutor approved it the first time but was told later that the 
language needed to be updated due to the changes in the Ohio Revised Code. Member Penska 
asked if the new resolutions were passed in the three council meetings. Mr. Green stated both 
languages were passed in three council meetings. Deputy Director Corbin stated with the new 
laws, there has been several localities with issues in regard to how millages are formatted. 
Chairman Cloud asked when the filing deadline was to approve the ballot issue. Deputy Director 
Corbin said that there was not a set date. Member Wunnenberg asked which resolution they 
would certify if the board chooses to certify the ballot issue. Deputy Director Corbin stated that 
if the board certified the issue, the Prosecutor’s instructions were to use the same purpose 
originally on the ballot. He explained the ballot issue is a renewal tax levy therefore, the 
purpose must be the same. Member Wunnenberg moved to certify the ballot issue as listed on 
Document 7; seconded by Member penska. Roll Call: 
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Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Unzicker presented Document 8, Reject Insufficient Issues. Director Unzicker stated 
the document outlines the issues found by the County Prosecutor’s office. Member 
Wunnenberg moved to reject the insufficient ballot issues as listed on Document 8; seconded 
by Member penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Deputy Director Corbin presented Document 9, Candidates to be Certified to the March 19, 
2024, Primary Election. Deputy Director Corbin stated the candidates have met the statutory 
requirements to appear on the ballot. Member penska moved to certify the candidates as listed 
on Document 9; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea  
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Unzicker presented Document 10, Public Terminal for Signature Verification. Director 
Unzicker stated the County Board of Elections is prohibited from pre-checking signatures. She 
explained the service was offered in the past. Director Unzicker stated once the board received 
a security directive set forth by the Ohio Secretary of State (SOS), the public terminal was 
removed in January 2020. She said the board has been working with the Secretary of State’s 
Office, Butler County Information Technology Services department, and Board of Elections 
Database Administrators to see if there is a way to secure a public terminal while complying 
with the security directive. Director Unzicker stated one of the main issues is sharing passwords 
to log into the terminal. She said the security directive prohibits sharing passwords, so one 
employee would have to be assigned the multi-factor token and that they would have to be 
available when the candidate or members of the public come in to verify the signatures. There 
was further discussion about one employee being available, procedures and access for 
candidates or members of public, and what voter information would be available. Member 
penska requested additional information regarding security assurance.n 
 
Deputy Director Corbin presented Advisory 2023-03 Acquiring Electronic Pollbooks with State 
Funding. There was a short discussion regarding purchasing new electronic pollbooks. 
 
Chairman Cloud stated the time of the board meeting on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, has 
been changed from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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With no further business, Member Wunnenberg moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member penska  yea 
Member Hall   absent 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:31 a.m.  
 
 
        
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman    Nicole Unzicker, Director 
 
 Absent  
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
mariann penska, Member  
 


